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Tout s’accélère !
« Everything goes faster! » : such is the title of a documentary out on French 

screens in April this year, a moving and thought provoking counterpoint 

between the reflections of a class of ten-year-olds and that of notoriously 

qualified scientists. After attending its preview in Brest early March, I told 

the teacher and director how much I would like to let Scottish audiences 

become acquainted with this fantastic segment of today’s French society, 

multicultural and yet united in its belief in the benefits of philosophy and 

reason as necessary foundations for the construction of the earth’s future. 

An ever-changing world with limited resources to fuel unlimited 

ambitions requires a renewal in everyone’s approach to citizenship 

and political and economic responsibility. If the younger generation 

finds its way more spontaneously towards realism and solidarity, 

devalues easy ideological models, and demonstrates a wide-

ranging and practical spirit of social innovation, let’s follow them!

At its modest scale, the French Institute in Scotland aims at increasingly 

committing itself to contributing to cultural exchanges in the deepest 

and most politically sound sense: because France and Scotland 

have historically been keen to nurture reason as an enlightening 

gift to mankind, and because so many realities - economic, social 

and political - tend to challenge universalist visions and generous 

endeavours. I very much hope that our contribution in that direction 

is deemed relevant and that the various elements of the current and 

accelerating transformation in the nature of our presence and action 

in this country (an increased mobilization of the French community, 

the launch of the French Institute’s « correspondents » throughout 

Scotland to maximise our impact, specific programmes for the 

young, the multiplication of partnerships) are perceived positively.

Emmanuel Cocher
Consul general of France in Edinburgh and Glasgow
Director, French Institute in Scotland
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APRIL / MAY / JUNE

CINÉMA

LA DÉSINTEGRATION
By Philippe Faucon
(2012, 80 mins in French with English subtitles)
Tue 12 April at 18:00 / Wed 13 April at 13:00
Three boys from a banlieue meet Djamel, a charismatic 
and clever manipulator. Feeling excluded from society, 
jihadism seems to offer them a new meaning of life. 2016 
César winner Philippe Faucon finds here the right balance 
to raise the difficult issue of radicalisation. Tuesday’s 
screening introduced by Martine Pierquin (University of 
Edinburgh) and followed by a discussion.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

CAFÉ HISTOIRE

VERDUN (1916-1917) 
By Patrick Landri (in French, 90 mins)
Mon 18 April at 17:30
“Verdun I was there”. Those words were pronounced with 
a mixture of pride and terror by the “poilus” who survived 
the battle.The place still stands today as a symbol of the 
resistance of the French soldiers and as a place of memory.
Admission £8 (£5). Please book in advance. 

CONFÉRENCE

WHAT DO THE SCOTS AND 
ENGLISH HAVE IN COMMON?
By Etienne Duval and Eric Albert (in English, 
90 mins)
Wed 20 April at 18:00 
Join us in the run-up to the Holyrood Elections for a lively 
discussion between two writers who have spent two years 
trying to answer that question from different sides of the 
Border: Éric Albert, London correspondent for Le Monde 
and Etienne Duval, Edinburgh-based TV reporter.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

Jalil Lespert, Roschdy Zem and Antoine Chappey in Le Petit LieutenantFrench 87th regiment in Verdun, 1916

Rashid Debbouze and Keltoume El Hanafi in La  désintégration



FAMILY SATURDAY

MES PETITS PLIAGES
By Emily Calme and Catherine Guiat 
(in French, 120 mins)
Sat 23 April at 13:00
Who said a piece of paper was boring? For this all-in-
French origami workshop kids will discover the joy of 
folding paper! Animals or flowers, a piece of paper always 
hides a creative side... Unveil yours!
Admission £7 (£4) /Parents go free.

PARENTHÈSE (MUSÉE)

DU LOUVRE-LENS AU 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 
SCOTLAND
By Xavier Dectot (in French, 90 mins)
Wed 27 April at 18:00
Edinburgh may be new to Xavier Dectot but not the world 
of museums. Recently appointed head of the new Art and 
Design department of the National Museum of Scotland, 
he will discuss the opening of the new galleries and his 
development strategy. 
Admission free. Please book in advance.

EXHIBITION

SCOTLAND IS AN OLD 
COUNTRY, SCOTLAND IS A 
NEW COUNTRY
By the Napier University Graphic Design students 
28 April - 28 May
When Scottish students embrace the French poster 
tradition... The work on display is the result of a workshop 
led by Michel Bouvet – a world renowned French affichiste 
and Professor at ESAG Penninghen in Paris.
Admission free.

APRIL / MAY / JUNE

The duke of Sully, around 1630

Xavier DectotProject of the new Art and Design galleries  at the National Museum of Scotland

Scotland is an old country, Scotland is a new country



WINE TASTING

VINS DU SUD-EST
By Maurice Mallet (in French, 120 mins)
Fri 29 April at 18:00
Let’s go beyond the Rhone Valley to explore the variety of 
red, white and rosé wines South-East of France has to offer. 
But how do we actually make wines? Keep calm and find 
out with Maurice Mallet! A colourful evening served with 
various nibbles that go well with the wines. Ah, le sud…
Admission £25 (£20). Please book before Wed 27 Apr.

CONFÉRENCE

REGARDS CROISÉS SUR LES 
«AILLEURS» FANTASMÉS
By Françoise Kral (in French, 90 mins)
Thu 5 May at 18:00
Françoise Kral, specialist of postcolonial studies and 
cultural productions from the colonial period,  focuses on 
how the Orient has served as a backdrop to a large array 
of cultural productions in both France and Britain since 
the 18th century. A collaboration between the Institut 
français, the Diaspolinks Research Group, the University 
of Edinburgh’s French Section and Caen University’s 
ERIBIA. 
Admission free. Please book in advance.

CINÉMA

JOUR DE FÊTE
By Jacques Tati
(1949, 80 mins in French with English subtitles)
Tue 10 May at 18:00  / Wed 11 May at 13:00
In a small French village, people are getting ready for 
the annual festival. But the clumsy postman may disrupt 
the preparation… A classic of French cinema presented 
by University of Edinburgh’s Martine Pierquin (Tuesday’s 
screening only). 
Admission free. Please book in advance.

APRIL / MAY / JUNE

Jacques Tati in Jour de fête
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CONFÉRENCE

LE MYSTÈRE DE LA TONALITÉ 
LOCALE
By Jean-Christophe Bailly (in French, 90 mins)
Thu 19 May at 18:00
What comprises a country’s identity? Why do we gladly 
return to it, whether we hail from it or experience it 
in passing? Seeing a country as an opening but not as 
a fortress such was the momentum of Dépaysement, 
published in 2011. It recounts Jean-Christophe Bailly’s 
travels through France, some aspects of which he will 
present here.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

FAMILY SATURDAY

LES ÎLES DU PONANT
By Emily Calme and Catherine Guiat
(in French, 120 mins)
Sat 21 May at 13:00
Summer is fast approaching! We are taking you on a jour-
ney through the western isles of France and kids will be the 
painters of a great sea fresco! Crabs, shells, mermaids… get 
your paintbrushes ready. Stories, drawings and a goûter are 
also part of the cruise. 
Admission £7 (£4) / Parents go free.

CAFÉ HISTOIRE

L’UE : MODE D’EMPLOI
By Patrick Landri (in French, 90 mins)
Mon 23 May at 17:30 
“United in diversity”. The European Union motto seems 
to match perfectly with its recent history: a construction 
made up of agreements and disagreements among 
its members. As the EU has to face a series of crisis, 
European citizens are questioning themselves about its 
utility and future.
Admission £8 (£5). Please book in advance

APRIL / MAY / JUNE

Robert Lynen and Simone Aubry in Poil de Carotte

© tfou.fr

© Vincent Vanden Bogaard



PARENTHÈSE (SCIENCE)

ORGANISATION DES GÈNES 
DANS LE NOYAU: CAUSES 
ET CONSÉQUENCES
By Charléne Lemaitre (in French, 90 mins)
Wed 25 May at 18:00
The DNA is a library that contains our genetic information. 
Between cells, genes and regenerative medicine, 
Biology researcher Charléne Lemaitre will talk about the 
importance of gene positioning in human development.  
Admission free.  

WINE TASTING 

BORDEAUX : RIVE DROITE / 
RIVE GAUCHE
By Maurice Mallet (in French, 120 mins)
Fri 27 May at 18:00
No matter if you are on the left or right bank of the Gironde 
estuary, you will always find fine wines! Tonight, reds and 
whites from the Bordeaux region come to you introduced 
by Maurice Mallet. Discover the barrel and bottle ageing 
processes and taste vintages that are characteristic of this 
world-renowned wine region.
Admission £25 (£20). Please book before Wed 25 May.

PARENTHÈSE (ASSOCIATION)

LA PETITE ÉCOLE
By Pauline Ah-Hot (in French, 90 mins)
Wed 8 June at 18:00
At La Petite École, parents know well that bilingualism 
is an asset. The association is run by a dynamic group 
of parents and welcome children between 3 and 12 who 
speak French at home. The President of the association 
will share this adventure with us and how they can help in 
raising bilingual children. 
Admission free. Please book in advance.

APRIL / MAY / JUNE

Comic Invention, Hunterian Art Gallery, University of Glasgow

Association La Petite École
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Dr Denis Mukwege in L’Homme qui répare les femmes

EXHIBITION

ÉTRANGES CONVERGENCES
By Douglas McBride and Cégolène Frisque
10 June - 23 July
This is a photography exhibition in which a Scottish and a 
French glance echo and dialogue together. Two different 
cultures, two ways of working and yet an obvious common 
sensitivity. In lochs, rivers and forests of Perthshire or in 
Breton and European cities, Douglas McBride and Cégolène 
Frisque both explore the marks of time on forms and 
textures. Forget your landmarks and let your imagination be 
imbued with these dazzling, poetic photos.  
Admission free.

CÉLÉBRATION

FÊTE DE FIN D’ANNÉE
Sat 11 June / 10:30-16:00
Don’t worry, the year is not over at the Institut français! As 
Summer is a special time of the year, why not come along 
and celebrate it with us? Guided tour of the photography 
exhibition in the morning, screening of the sweet and 
colourful French animated film U in the afternoon will be 
part of this festive day. 
Admission free.

CAFÉ HISTOIRE

LÉON BLUM (1872-1950)
By Patrick Landri (in French, 90 mins)
Mon 13 June at 17:30
Léon Blum was a literary man, a statesman and remains 
a major figure of French socialism. He entered into 
politics during the Dreyfus case and was close to Jaurès’ 
socialist views. At the 1920 Tours congress he opposed 
participation in the Third Communist International. He 
then became the leader of the Front Populaire in 1936.  
Admission £8 (£5). Please book in advance.

APRIL / MAY  / JUNE

Étranges convergences, Douglas McBride and Cégolène Frisque

U as part of La Fête de fin d’année



CINÉMA 

PATRIA OBSCURA
By Stéphane Ragot
(90 mins in French with English subtitles)
Tue 14 June at 18:00 / Wed 15 June at 13:00
Photographer Stéphane Ragot retraces the steps of his 
grandfathers who were killed during the war. Between 
silence and testimonies, Stéphane Ragot explores his family 
identity. A beautiful, intimate documentary where family 
secrets meet a nation memory. 
Admission free. Please book in advance.

MUSIC

FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE
Tues 21 June from 16:00 until late
Open the doors and the windows, let the summer breeze in 
and carry all the songs, music and dance from the Institut 
français. Et oui, c’est la fête de la musique and we are in a 
festive mood ! Come along and enjoy the bands, including  
Jack and the’ and The New Beans, who will perform 
throughout this first day of Summer. 
Admission free.

WINE TASTING

CARTE BLANCHE
By Maurice Mallet (in French, 120 mins) 
Fri 24 June at 18:00
This will be the last wine tasting of the season but also 
Maurice Mallet’s final round. We’re sad to see him 
go, but isn’t it the best occasion to celebrate years of 
brilliant and memorable moments around wines? For 
this very special evening, Maurice is bringing back 
his favourite bottles of the past 6 years and preparing 
some gastronomic surprises. Do not miss this!    
Admission £25 (£20). Please book before Wed 22 June.

APRIL / MAY  / JUNE

Jack and the’, part of the fête de la musique

Patria Obscura



REJOIGNEZ-NOUS !
Become a member of the Institut français and join the network 
of supporters of French language and culture in Scotland !

Full price member £30

Concession* £15

Family membership £40

Family concession** £25

Correspondents £100 / group of 10 people + 1 free 
(+ £10 / additional member)

for more infos and to sign up www.ifecosse.org.uk or call
0131 225 53 66 

* full-time Student/ French Assistant/ French Teacher/ Unemployed/ Member 
of associated organisations
** Member of associated associations

2016 Membership rates 

Your membership benefits:

> Full borrowing rights at the Institute’s library : 
Discover the latest French novels and films, read the magazines 
and borrow great albums for the kids…

> Reduced rates for cultural events and access to 
‘members only’ events :
As of September 2016, members-only events will include 
monthly cinema screenings, family Saturdays and more.

> Automatic subscription to our free online library 
culturetheque.org.uk :
Access over 200 French newspapers and magazines and catch 
up with the recordings of most of our events, all for free and from 
your home!

> Plus many great discounts at our partners : 
Cinemas, restaurants, bookshops…just show your member’s 
card to get your special rate! Check our website or ask the 
Librarians for the full list of partners.

Become a correspondent !
If you are keen on animating a local group on French language 
and culture, why not becoming an Institut francais’ correspond-
ent? Set up a group of 10 or more (see price below) and benefit 
from our resources and our support to organise Institut Français 
events in your area or institution across Scotland.

SIGN UP FOR FREE & UNLIMITED ACCESS 

WWW.CULTURETHEQUE.ORG.UK

The 
free digital 

platform of cultural and 
educational content in French or 

about France for UK residents.

culturetheque @culturetheque www.culturetheque.org.uk

E-BOOKS

PODCASTS

DOCUMENTARIES

READ

WATCH

LISTEN TO

http://www.ifecosse.org.uk


Keep it French 
this summer!
From June to September, we offer 
French courses with different paces 
(intensive or semi-intensive) fitting 
your needs. This summer, learn quick!

www.ifecosse.org.uk


