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The Institut français is the agency of the French Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs with responsibility for cultural activity outside France.
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Institut français d’Écosse
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Edinburgh EH3 7TT
- -
Opening Hours
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Tue. – Fri. 9:30am – 7:30pm
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Contact
0131 225 53 66
www.ifecosse.org.uk
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OUVRIR UNE (SÉRIE DE)
PARENTHÈSE(S)

The French Institute in Scotland is the natural place for 

the French community, learners and lovers of French 

and those interested in all things French and universal to 

converge to. 

The new parenthèses series is designed to add a time 

dimension to this dynamic of meeting and sharing. In 

the most informal, demonstrative and interactive way, 

speakers invested in the broadest spectrum of cultural, 

social and creative life will share their knowledge, 

thoughts and endeavours. They will act as catalysts for 

our personal and collective reflections in a challenging 

environment. 

Not only do I hope to meet many at these and other 

stimulating events but I trust a number of you will want 

to open their own parenthèse with us in the months to 

come. Do come forward with ideas!

Emmanuel Cocher

Consul general of France in Edinburgh and Glasgow

Director, French Institute in Scotland
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SIGN UP FOR FREE & UNLIMITED ACCESS 

WWW.CULTURETHEQUE.ORG.UK

The 
free digital 

platform of cultural and 
educational content in French or 

about France for UK residents.

culturetheque @culturetheque www.culturetheque.org.uk

E-BOOKS

PODCASTS

DOCUMENTARIES

READ

WATCH

LISTEN TO



JANUARY / FEBRUARY / MARCH

CAFÉ HISTOIRE

LOUIS XI : “L’UNIVERSELLE 
ARAIGNE”
By Patrick Landri (in French, 90 mins)
Mon 11 January at 17:30
Becoming King at thirty-eight, Louis XI, called 
“l’universelle araigne” by his enemies, doesn’t have a good 
reputation. Even though ugly and disagreeable, he was 
also an intelligent man. “I am France”, used to say this 
contemporary of Machiavel.
Admission £8 (£5) 

FAMILY SATURDAY

ROIS ET REINES 
By Emily Calme and Catherine Guiat  
(in French, 120 mins)
Sat 23 January at 13:00
How to start a new year in French? With the typical and 
very popular “galette des rois” of course! This first 
workshop of the year is a special occasion for the kids to 
enjoy tales, songs and crafts, all in French. And to finish 
on a tasty note, a “galette” tasting will be organized for the 
little kings and queens. 
Admission £7 (£4) / Parents go free

CINÉMA

LE PETIT LIEUTENANT
By Xavier Beauvois 
(2005, 120 mins in French with English subtitles)
Tue 26 January at 18:00 / Wed 27 January at 13:00
New! Our Tuesday evening screenings are presented by 
Martine Pierquin from the University of Edinburgh. 
After graduating from the Police Academy, Antoine heads 
to Paris to join one of the busiest precinct in the city. The 
newly sober alcoholic detective Caroline Vaudieu chooses 
the young lieutenant to become a member of her criminal unit. 
Admission free. Please book in advance.

Jalil Lespert, Roschdy Zem and Antoine Chappey in Le Petit Lieutenant



PARENTHÈSE (SCIENCE)

MATHÉMATIQUES ET 
TECHNOLOGIES CIVILES ET 
MILITAIRES
By Emmanuel Delande (in French, 90 mins)
Wed 27 January at 18:00
Emmanuel Delande, Heriot-Watt University, Institute of 
Sensor, Signals and Systems, will explain how mathematics 
are being used to innovate in target detection and tracking 
in uncertain environments. In so doing, he will give an 
insight as to what the French school of mathematics is 
bringing to research institutions here in Scotland.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

WINE TASTING

ALSACE
By Maurice Mallet (in French, 120 mins)
Fri 29 January at 18:00
Let’s conclude January with a white note from Alsace, 
the region well known for its so refreshing Riesling and 
Gewurztraminer. This Wine Tasting will introduce those 
two particular wines and their grapevines, often imitated 
in the New World but never equaled so far.
Admission £25 (£20). Please book before Wed 27 Jan.

CAFÉ HISTOIRE

LE DUC DE SULLY
By Patrick Landri (in French, 90 mins)
Mon 8 February at 17:30
Maximilien de Béthune, Duc de Sully, was a protestant 
who escaped the Saint Barthélémy massacre. He 
remained all his life a loyal servitor of Henri de Navarre 
(Henri IV). A career soldier, he was however the artisan of 
the “spectacular recovery” of the state’s finances at the 
beginning of the 17th century.
Admission £8 (£5) 
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The duke of Sully, around 1630



PARENTHÈSE (DANSE)

LA LECTURE DU CORPS
By Aniela Piasecka (in French, 90 mins)
Wed 10 February at 18:00
With reference to the documentary “Les rêves dansants, sur 
les traces de Pina Baush”, choreographer Aniela Piasecka 
explores the question of human movement.  Her approach 
will also be linked with her own work, running at Glasgow 
International 2016.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

CONFÉRENCE

LES CITOYENS MANQUANTS
By Rada Ivekovic (in French, 90 mins)
Thu 18 February at 18:00
French philosopher Rada Ivekovic looks at the new 
situations of graduated citizenship produced by migrations 
to Europe and explores the concept of “missing citizens”. 
A collaboration between the Institut français, the 
Diaspolinks Research Group, the University of Edinburgh’s 
French Section and Caen University’s ERIBIA.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

WINE TASTING

COGNAC
By Maurice Mallet (in French, 120 mins)
Fri 19 February at 18:00
No wine for this special tasting! It’s time to talk about the 
“best aperitif ever”, according to Maurice Mallet. All the 
secrets of this famous “eau-de-vie” will be revealed… 
After this, from Cognac to Pineau, you will know them like 
the back of your hand and will only have that for apéritif, 
becoming more French than the French!
Admission £25 (£20). Please book before Wed 17 Feb.
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« Les rêves dansants, sur les pas de Pina Baush » 



CINÉMA

POIL DE CAROTTE
By Julien Duvivier 
(1932, 90 mins in French with English subtitles)
Tue 23 February at 18:00 / Wed 24 February at 13:00 
François Lepic, called “Poil de carotte” because of his 
ginger hair, grows up between a cruel mother and an 
indifferent father. Only Annette, the maid, is on his side. 
A classic of French cinema introduced by University of 
Edinburgh’s Martine Pierquin (Tuesday’s screening only)
Admission free. Please book in advance.

FAMILY SATURDAY

CRÊPES ET CONFETTIS
By Emily Calme and Catherine Guiat
(in French, 120 mins)
Sat 27 February at 13:00
It’s Carnaval: Party time around drawings and craft activities 
announced for this Family Saturday. We welcome the kids for 
an exploration of a traditional French event, with costumes 
and confettis! And because we know that every child loves a 
French crêpe (or two), they’ll be part of the party too.
Admission £7 (£4) / Parents go free

CINÉMA

SUZANNE
By Katell Quillévéré 
(2013, 90 mins in French with English subtitles)
Tue 8 March at 18:00 / Wed 9 March at 13:00 
Single mother since her adolescence, Suzanne lives with 
her lorry driver father and her beloved sister. But her life 
takes the wrong turn when she falls deeply in love with 
Julien. This young crook leads Suzanne in a downward 
spiral and she will choose to go away with him, abandoning 
everything behind her… Tuesday’s screening introduced by 
Martine Pierquin and followed by a discussion. 
Admission free. Please book in advance. 
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Robert Lynen and Simone Aubry in Poil de Carotte

Sara Forestier in Suzanne



CONFÉRENCE

THE MAKING OF 
COMIC INVENTION
By Laurence Grove and Peter Black 
(in English, 90 mins)
Wed 9 March at 18:00
Opening at the Hunterian Gallery, the exhibition Comic 
Inventions looks at graphic narrative in its widest sense. 
In this illustrated talk, co-curators Laurence Grove and 
Peter Black guide you through the ups and downs of its 
making, putting particular emphasis on the numerous 
French connections.
Admission free. Please book in advance.

CAFÉ HISTOIRE

LES “TROIS GLORIEUSES”
By Patrick Landri (in French, 90 mins)
Mon 14 March at 17:30
If 1789 was a real thunderclap, the 1830 revolution was not 
much picked up around the country. And yet on 27, 28 and 
29 July 1830, Paris lives the events of 14 July 1789 all over 
again. Three days of revolution that will mark the shift from 
one constitutional monarchy to the half-baked July Monarchy. 
Admission £8 (£5) 

WINE TASTING

LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON 
ET CHANGEMENTS CLIMATIQUES
By Maurice Mallet (in French, 120 mins)
Fri 18 March at 18:00
As the winter ends, how about warming up with sweet 
wines from Languedoc-Roussillon? Oh wait, it is exactly 
the themes of this tasting. Do you know the relation 
between climate change and wine? A selection of wines 
from the region will shed a light on the influence of climate 
change on this wonderful terroir.
Admission £25 (£20). Please book before Wed 16 March.

JANUARY / FEBRUARY / MARCH

Comic Invention, Hunterian Art Gallery, University of Glasgow

La Liberté guidant le people, by Eugène Delacroix, Louvre Museum, Paris



Dr Denis Mukwege in L’Homme qui répare les femmes

FAMILY SATURDAY

CHASSE AUX OEUFS
By Emily Calme and Catherine Guiat
(in French, 120 mins)
Sat 19 March at 13:00
Bells are ringing at the Institut français, Easter is coming! 
For this Family Saturday, kids can make their own 
customized eggs, and finish with a “goûter” overflowing 
with chocolates. Ready for the egg hunt? One, two, three, go! 
Admission £7 (£4) / Parents go free

FRANCOPHONIE (FILMHOUSE)

L’HOMME QUI RÉPARE LES 
FEMMES
By Thierry Michel (2016, in French, 120 mins)
Mon 21 March at 20:15
For the semaine de la francophonie, co-writer Colette 
Braeckman introduces this documentary film portraying 
the efforts of surgeon Denis Mukwege who has treated 
thousands of women brutalised by rape in eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo. In association with WBI – 
Wallonie Bruxelles International and Filmhouse. 
Admission £9 (£7,20)

PARENTHÈSE (MUSIQUE/LITTÉRATURE)

VERLAINE ET FAURÉ
By Roy Howat and Christopher Underwood 
(in French, 90 mins)
Wed 23 March at 18:00
An illustrated lecture-recital to celebrate the poetry of 
Paul Verlaine as set to music by Gabriel Fauré, along 
with the new Peters critical edition of Fauré’s complete 
songs. Christopher Underwood and Roy Howat of 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland will be joined in 
performance by Conservatoire vocal and piano students.  
Admission free. Please book in advance.
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Learn French!
At the Institut français d’Écosse,  
we offer you all year round  
a friendly, authentic francophile  
atmoshere with a large range  
of courses and much more. 
Join us today!

www.ifecosse.org.uk
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